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Abstract 
The first extensive research, which charts the position of students - foreigners in Czech primary schools, revealed a number of 
interesting facts. The Czech Republic becomes the state which is aim for many people who start there their new life, in these days 
it is necessary to flexibly react to this situation.  Currently Czech education has not comprehensive conception of care for these 
students. Although the number of these students is increasing. It turns out that the problems they have to face are not small. By 
far the problem is not only the language barrier. Different sociocultural background, traditions, religion and others ethnic 
specifics have influence on the life of foreigners in our country.  Classroom is important socialization environment for every 
child. They learn there communication, cooperation, they experience prestige arising from social status in the hierarchy of the 
class group. The research focuses on the sociometric status of students – foreigners. It examines the factors which affect this 
position. The research launching an open discussion about possibilities how we can influence the present situation in the Czech 
primary schools and how to create a favourable climate for entry of students – foreigners into Czech classes. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Education and Research Center. 
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1. Introduction 
The Czech Republic has become a transit country where many immigrants are heading for. Several surveys 
monitoring their lives in new sociocultural conditions have been conducted. However, none of them characterized 
their position within a relationship network of a school class. The aim we set is to learn as many findings about the 
structure and dynamics of a school class as possible. 
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The research has begun a year ago and we have gathered a lot of data. In our paper we would like to share the 
first outputs. 
2. The description of the group 
For our group we selected 118 foreign students at Czech primary schools. The selection for the research 
depended on the willingness of schools to join the research and the consent of the legal representatives of the 
surveyed children. We went to eight schools, 34 classes. 588 children have taken part in our research (i.e. foreign 
students and their classmates). 
For the research, we chose primary school students in the range of 4 to 9 class due to the used methods. Six 
primary schools from Prague and two primary schools from Pardubice were in the research. The structure of the 
group is described in Table 1. 
Table 1: Structure of the group 
 Number of class Number of students Number of students - foreigners In % 
4th year 8 141 42 36% 
5th year 8 135 34 29% 
6th year 2 39 8 7% 
7th year 7 116 14 12% 
8th year 3 67 5 4% 
9th year  6 90 15 13% 
Total 34 588 118  
9 Comment 
In our conditions, we could not balance the number of foreign students in particular years. Most of them are 
obtained from the fourth year, while the fewest students were from the eighth and sixth grades. Not all students - 
foreigners were finally tested because they were not present at the classroom, but their classmates referred about 
them in the output.  
3. Used methods 
Due to the research aim it was clear to us that we have to use a whole set of different approaches. We decided to 
collect both, qualitative data (structured interview, classroom observations) and quantitative data (questionnaire 
battery). We used the tools with which we have long-term experience in the normal population. 
 
x Sociometric rating questionnaire SORAD (issued 2005), author Hrabal, V.  
x Questionnaire of the relations in the class B-3 (issued 1997), author Braun, R. 
x Questionnaire School Climate (issued 2012), authors Mareš, J., Ježek, S.  
x And for students – foreigners Questionnaire of social acceptance (issued 1990), author Juhás, J. 
9 Comment  
For observations in a classroom observers had their own observation scheme that targets the monitoring of the 
social interaction and understanding during a lessons and breaks. The structured interview was recorded by audio 
with the consent of the respondent and then transcribed into written form. The selected questionnaire methods are 
suitable for group administration, including computer evaluation (SORAD). Questionnaire of social acceptance was 
given only to students - foreigners. Administrators were prepared for the possibility of poor language skills of the 
respondents and the respondents could chance or add their answers during the interview.  
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4. First results 
Now the processing a huge volume of data is before us, the outputs of our investigation. We obtained information 
about the class (the social climate, the class hierarchy, the quality from the students' perspective, the rate of 
satisfaction of social needs of students, the structure of relationships between students, the rate of empathy, the rate 
of influence and the rate of sympathy) and individual students (position in the class, obtained and granted preference 
of the rate of influence and sympathy, classmates´ evaluation of the student, dominant characteristics of the student, 
the rate of satisfaction of needs in the class, students' view of the class´ quality).  
In this report, we would like to discuss the results obtained by B-3 instrument. B - 3 (Braun) is the questionnaire 
of relations in the class, applicable from 4th grade of primary school. It shows a weighed class hierarchy, 
attractiveness – unattractiveness of children, sociograms of popularity and dislike, self-perception of students and 
students´ view of the class´ quality. It consists of six tasks; the first two selections are the sympathetic and 
unsympathetic classmates. The third question refers to the self-evaluation of the student in the class; the fourth is 
respondent's perspective about events and class collective. The fifth task is the range of students´ experienced 
feelings in the class and the sixth is assignment classmates to the individual characteristics. The principle of this test 
is in the comparison of the positive and negative points which student received from others. The administration 
takes about 20-25 minutes and evaluation takes, according to the routine of an examiner, 30-60 minutes. It has 
quantitative and qualitative output which is effective for the presentation of the results. 
4.1. Self-evaluation of students – foreigners 
First, we were interested in how students – foreigners evaluate themselves in the context of the class. Every 
student had to choose the possible option of their involvement in the class in the questionnaire. They had to choose 
from the following options: 
 
a) I am always at the center of happening in the class. 
b) Sometimes I participate and I am usually informed about events in the class. 
c) I have participated several events in the class, but I am not usually informed. 
d) It seems that the class is not worth my participation.  
e) I do not care about what is happening in the class.  
 
Each student circled one of the options in this menu. Those who chose option a) or b), they feel well composed in 
the class. If they selected option c), there can be already emerging feeling of rejection, which is clearly defines by 
option d). Those who chose option e) they are not identified with the class, and probably have a different reference 
group. The results are summarized in Table 2. 
Table 2: Self-perception of students – foreigners in the class 
 a b c d e 
summary 18 58 11 10 7 
9 Comment 
The data analysis showed that the majority of students (72%) opted for a) or b); ie. the options which show their 
involvement in the events in the class. Due to the small number of students in some years there is no meaning for 
detailed analysis. Only 10 of them, ie. 9%, do not perceive themselves class accepted. Seven students (7%) identify 
themselves with the class. 
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4.2 Feelings which students – foreigners experience in the class 
During describing the rate of experienced feelings in the class we went out of the question, which featured five 
seven-stage scales on which respondents picked what they experience in the class. It was these bipolar pairs: 
 
x Feeling of safety – feeling of threat  
x Feeling of friendship – feeling of hostility 
x Atmosphere of cooperation – atmosphere of indifference 
x Feeling of confidence – feeling of distrust  
x Tolerance – intolerance  
 
The scales are constructed that on the left side are defined positive feelings, on the right side negative feelings. 
The higher level the respondent chose the worse feelings he experienced. The sum of the individual scales gives an 
overview about the overall rate of experienced feelings. These values are in the range from 5 to 35 points. Boundary 
value is 20, where the pleasant experienced feelings change into the uncomfortable feelings. Six children voted the 
value 5, an ideal experience in the class, and one student had the maximum value (32). For the analysis, we divided 
the interval into 4 semi-intervals, the first two describe the positive experience and the other two negative 
experience. The results are summarized in Table 3. 
Table 3: Total rate of experienced feelings by students – foreigners in the class, divided into 4 semi-intervals 
 5-12 13-20 21-27 28-35 
 The most pleasant Rather pleasant Rather unpleasant Unpleasant 
Total 47 42 12 5 
9 Comment 
The resulting distribution proves that the feelings which students - foreigners experience in a class are generally 
pleasant. Only 5 students reported significant discomfort (max. 32 points on a scale of 5-35). It seems that the class 
in which the students - foreigners are moving sufficiently saturate their needs. Because it is the overall rate of 
experienced feelings, we should be interested in what specific feelings students - foreigners experience at school. 
Five individual scales (see above) show the specific feelings that students - foreigners experience in their class. 
The results are presented in Table 4, where the children's answers are distributed by individual years. In terms of the 
imbalance of the research sample we could not validly compared age-related changes. So we will interpret only 
aggregated data. The rate of experienced feelings is expressed in the interval from 1 to 7.  
 
Table 4: The rate of experienced feelings by students – foreigners in the class  
 Safety Friendship Cooperation Confidence Tolerance Total 
Total 2,61 2,45 2,93 3,02 2,87 13,89 
9 Comment 
The results show that the highest rate of satisfaction (2.45) has a feeling of friendship. It is relatively satisfactory 
result. Others experienced feelings do not represent an increased level of psychological discomfort. Experiencing a 
feeling of confidence (3.02) reported the worst condition, which, due to the maximum possible rate (7) is not 
alarming.  
The overall level of experienced feelings (13.89) on a scale of 5-35 appears to be optimistic. Nevertheless, it will 
be important to analyze the outputs of other tools and individual students - foreigners to obtain stereoscopic image 
what these outputs actually signal. 
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4.3 The evaluation of the class 
The questionnaire allows students answered questions which evaluate the quality of the class in which they are 
enrolled. In five tasks (question number 4) they answer yes - no, which report their view of the class. 
 
The questions are: 
x In the class there is at least one student who is unhappy   yes – no 
x There is one person in class that gets picked on from time to time  yes – no 
x It happens that I'm looking forward to school    yes – no 
x Usually there is somebody who can help me with a problem  yes – no 
x Common problems we deal mostly in peace    yes – no 
 
There are no right answers, but desirable answers. The desirable answers are those where the answer yes 
indicates better quality of class. From this perspective, respondent could evaluate class 0-5 points (answered by 
desirable response). These responses would have been no - no - yes - yes - yes. 
Table 5 shows evaluation of the class by number of desirable answers from our students - foreigners. Again, it 
could not be interpreted in terms of age by uneven representation in the sample. 
 
Table 5: The evaluation of the class by number of desirable answers from students – foreigners 
 5 4 3 2 1 0 On average 
Total 11 23 29 20 12 0 3,11 
 
9 Comment 
This brief question informs you about the quality of class from the perspective of the respondents. None of them 
voted for 0, ie. the worst attitude to class. Nevertheless, most respondents answered by three desirable answers. 
Although age analysis represents rather speculation, you could not overlook the fact that with increasing year 
decreasing highest award (5). For children in second grade of primary school it does not occur. The average value of 
expressed class quality is 3.11, which corresponds to the most common choice. 
As it was said, the interpretation according to years is speculative. If we will hold to the aggregate data, we find 
that the class is evaluated average. No child voted the lowest possible rate (0). The options create the Gaussian 
distribution. 
4.4 The class hierarchy  
The weighted class hierarchy is the practical outcome of questionnaire B-3. It shows the place of the child among 
his classmates and we can deduce his social status and prestige from the position he will occupy. So, if the student – 
foreigner is occupying the highest rungs, we can deduce that his position in the class has a higher prestige and thus 
higher acceptance. The methodological problem was that each class has a different range of points within the 
hierarchical positions. In one class the student with resulting value of 55 points has the highest post and in another 
class the student has 27. It was necessary proceed from the individual rankings. We sorted this problem out that we 
divided the interval of positive points into two parts (marked + + at the highest values and + at lower values), then 
we set the value 0 when the kid was not positioned neither in the positive nor in the negative half. Parallely, we set 
two degrees of negative values (marked - - at considerably lower positions and - at lower values). Then each 
respondent could occupy one of the five positions in its class: + +, +, 0, -, - - . The results are summarized in the 
following Table 6. 
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Table 6: The position of the students – foreigners in the class hierarchy according to the years (n = 118) 
 + + + 0 - - - 
Total 20 40 4 40 14 
 
9 Comment 
The results could not be interpreted by years. But it is clear that the views of older children (due to the 
experiences and development stage of the class) show more stable hierarchical positions. Children with value 0 are 
equally positive and negative for others, but they are not usually mentioned. About one-fifth (20) are significantly 
accepted students - foreigners, 12% (14) are strongly disapproved students - foreigners. The same ratio is rather 
accepted students and rather refused students. 
These data shows that one-fifth of students - foreigners (17%) are greatly accepted in their class, thus well 
socialized in a wide social network. Along with these students who were neutrally evaluated we can be state that a 
slight majority of students - foreigners is in the positive half of the class (54%). On the other hand, there were 14 
students - foreigners (12%) who are strongly refused by class. From this questionnaire we can only speculate about 
the causes. 
 
4.5 Assigned characteristics to students by their classmates  
The analysis of outputs of the SORAD questionnaire (administrated in the classes) will provide more 
stereoscopic image of evaluation of students – foreigners. From this questionnaire we can find out at least basic 
evaluation of students - foreigners by their classmates. The design of question six is that respondents should mention 
(if there is somebody like that in the class) somebody from their classmates who is: 
 
x Fair 
x Reliable 
x Amusing: 
x Always at the center of the happening 
x Having good relations with everybody 
 
We investigated whether there will be also students – foreigners between the selected students. Table 7 shows 
their occurrence.  
            Table 7: Foreign students who got positive characteristics from their classmates (n = 118) 
 
 
9 Comment 
The students – foreigners are most often classified as "fair" from these characteristics. Even more than half of 
them. The characteristic "always at the center of happening" was assigned them at least, in a quarter of cases. 
In the second part of the question number six are listed characteristics which students perceive negatively. They 
should find somebody from their classmates (if there is somebody like that in the class) who is: 
 Unpleasant: 
 Unfair: 
 Ungrateful: 
 Fair Reliable Amusing Always at the center of 
happening 
Having good relations with everybody 
Total 46 61 34 29 47 
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 Unreliable: 
 Lonely:  
 
Again, we investigated if there will be students – foreigners in the selection and in what rate. The results are 
expressed in Table 8. 
Table 8: Foreign students who got negative characteristics from their classmates (n = 118) 
 Unpleasant Unfair Ungrateful Unreliable Lonely 
Total 46 35 28 47 35 
 
9 Comment 
The negative characteristics were assigned to students less frequently than positive qualities. An interesting 
finding is that 40% of students - foreigners (in contrast to the positive characteristics) are classified as "unreliable". 
Similarly, they were classified as "unpleasant". It is worth noting that 35 students - foreigners (30%) were classified 
by their classmates as “lonely”.  
 
5. Conclusion 
The results which we are presenting represent a mere introduction into our research. This is a descriptive phase, 
when we can only discus the causes of individual phenomenon. On the other hand, it is the first step to describe the 
situation of students - foreigners in the Czech primary schools in years 2014 - 2015, ie. 25 years (one generation) 
since the regime in our country has changed. 
We entered into 34 classes at eight primary schools, 588 students were approached to help us monitor the 
situation in their classes – the social climate, relationships, the evaluation of class quality, the rate of experienced 
feelings in the class, etc. In the questionnaires it was not important whether they are talking about classmates - 
foreigners or about other children, it was a description of the class itself. Individual interviews, observations and 
surveys are not included in our first investigation. 
The very positive finding was the self-perception of students - foreigners. Only ten of them felt refused in the 
class, by contrast 18 of them felt maximum acceptance. Only seven of them do not care about their classmates. The 
largest number of students - foreigners voted the possibility that they sometimes participate and they are usually 
informed about events in the class. 
During analyzing the experienced feelings in the class, we found out that students - foreigners experience 
pleasant feelings the most. Even 5 students voted extremely positive evaluation. Only five said that they definitely 
do not experience pleasant feelings. Closer analysis shows that the students - foreigners rated the best the feeling of 
friendship, the worst the feeling of confidence. All recorded values did not exceeded into negative feelings. 
The students - foreigners evaluate their classes quite average. The younger had a tendency to evaluate a class as 
better. This could not be unambiguously interpreted from a developmental point of view, because the age 
distribution of the sample is not balanced. 
The examining of the hierarchy of each class showed that students - foreigners appeared at the top, but even at 
the lowest positions. The hierarchical position of students - foreigners showed the Gaussian distribution. 4 students - 
foreigners appeared at the zero position, so neither prevail positive nor negative evaluation. 
The students - foreigners appeared quite often in the evaluation of assigned characteristics (positive or negative). 
Classmates perceived them mostly as reliable, then as having good relations with everybody and fair. On the other 
hand as unreliable and unpleasant. Nearly a third of students - foreigners were characterized as lonely! 
From this description it is clear that we are now in phase of looking for the cases. We are interested in what is 
under the referred facts and if can teacher effectively help with a positive change. From our perspective, the current 
findings are not alarming, students - foreigners in our sample were not clearly rejected by their classmates, and in 
1129 Richard Braun et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  186 ( 2015 )  1122 – 1129 
some cases they were among the most attractive classmates. 
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